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ALBANIA. 4 Mar.—U.S. offer of food (see United States). 

7 Mar.—The Albanian News Agency announced that the Albanian 
people ‘rejected with contempt’ the American offer of food which jt 
described as ‘foreign interference’. 


ALGERIA. 14 Mar.—Two men were killed and four wounded in ay 
attack by terrorists at Oujda. 


ARGENTINA. 11 Mar.—Anti-Catholic Measure. It became kiowy 
that on 1 March the Minister of Education had closed the College of the 
Assumption in Buenos Aires, a Roman Catholic school for girls, for 
having defied the new divorce law. The Mother Superior had requested 
the removal of four children on the ground that their divorced mother 
had remarried abroad while the remarriage of divorced persons was stl! 
illegal in Argentina. 


AUSTRALIA. 3 Mar.—Floods. Latest police estimates of the flood 
damage in New South Wales totalled £A15 m. 

9 Mar.—Balance of Payments. A statement on the eight months of 
the financial year ending 28 February showed that Australian imports 
exceeded exports by £A4o m. excluding invisible items. For the cor- 
responding period of 1953-4 there was an export surplus of £A135 m. 

13 Mar.— Visit of Prime Minister to United States (see United States). 

15 Mar.—Labour Party Split. The federal conference of the Labour 
Party at Hobart split inte two factions when seventeen delegates (from 
four States) who were supporting the deposed Victorian executive, boy- 
cotted a conference called by the federal executive and assembled in 
another hall. They issued an ultimatum saying that unless the appeal of 
the deposed Victorian executive against the admission of the new 
Victorian executive to the federal congress were heard in the absence of 
any Victorian delegates, they would not attend. 

16 Mar.—The seventeen dissident Labour delegates issued a state- 
ment challenging the validity of the majority conference (which was 
attended by nineteen delegates) on the ground that it was a minority 
meeting in which New South Wales was not represented, Queensland 
and Western Australia were represented by minority delegations, and 
Victoria by a delegation whose standing was disputed. 

Dr Evatt, who addressed the majority conference, claimed that seven 
dissident delegates from Western Australia and Tasmania had no right 
to defy their instructions to support the federal executive. 

The delegation representing the deposed Victorian executive refused 
to appear before the conference in support of its appeal, on the ground 
that the new Victorian executive should not sit in judgement on its 
own case. 


AUSTRIA. 11 Mar.—Soviet request for reply to Soviet proposals (see 
U.S.S.R.). 
14 Mar.—Austrian reply to Soviet treaty proposals (see U.S.S.R.). 
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- BOLIVIA. 13 Mar.—The Press department announced that an officer 


had been assassinated at Ororo. The crime was believed to be connected 
witha reported military plot to overthrow the Government. A number of 
arrests had been made. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 14 Mar.—lIntercolonial Immigration 
Conference. Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of Trinidad, opened a con- 
ference in Port of Spain on the question of control of movement of 
persons between one member of the proposed Caribbean federation and 
another. He assured the east Indian minority in Trinidad that their 


fears concerning federation were groundless: the Federal Government 
would work for the good of all. 


The conference was attended by twenty-six delegates and advisers 
from Trinidad, Barbados, Jamaica, and the Leeward and Windward 
Islands, and two observers from British Guiana. 

16 Mar.—The conference reached full agreement. A communiqué 
said that the conclusions were being sent to the Governments concerned 
and would be published on 23 March. 


BULGARIA. 16 Mar.—Trade agreement with Yugoslavia (see Yugo- 
slavia). 


BURMA. 16 Mar.—Chinese Nationalists. It was announced that 
Burmese forces had captured the Chinese Nationalist outpost of Mong 
Yawn, thirty miles south of Mongshat, in the southern Shan States. 


CEYLON. 15 Mar.—A combined Opposition motion of no-confidence 
in the Government was defeated by 44 votes to 18 in the House of 
Representatives. The motion contended that recent judicial appoint- 
ments had led to a loss of public confidence in the administration of 


justice. 


CHILE. 10 Mar.—Antarctic. The Government rejected the British 
protest against the establishment of a naval post on Deception Island in 
the Falkland Islands (see No. 5) on the ground that the post was on 
Chilean soil. 


CHINA. 6 Mar.—Treatment of Prisoners. Peking radio broadcast a 
comment from the People’s Daily denouncing the British Ministry of 
Defence report on the treatment of prisoners of war in Korea which it 
described as an attempt to hoodwink people and create tension. It said 
that the treatment of British prisoners was in fact humanitarian and 
lenient, whereas United Nations’ forces had slaughtered over 33,600 
Chinese and over 2,600 Korean Communist prisoners in prison camps 
and had prevented thousands from returning home. 

Korea. The Foreign Ministry, after consulting the North Korean 
Government, rejected a proposal by Sweden and Switzerland for the 
abolition of the neutral nations’ supervisory commission in Korea on 
the ground that it had made great progress in co-operation since the 
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China (continued) 

Geneva conference. They accepted the alternative of a reduction in staf 
provided that supervision was not hampered. 

12 Mar.—Tibet. The Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama of Tibet 
left Peking after discussions with Chinese Ministers. It was announced 
that the Dalai Lama would lead a committee to prepare Tibet for 
‘regional autonomy’ within Communist China. It was also announced 
that the military and administrative commissions set up after the entry 
of Chinese Communist forces would be abolished, and that the Chinese 
State Council had decided to build a hydro-electric power station at 
Lhasa and to provide economic and technical aid for development. 

14 Mar.—Hong Kong. The Peking People’s Daily demanded the 
immediate ending of the British restrictions imposed on 5 March under 
which the number of Chinese entering Hong Kong from the mainland 
must not exceed the number leaving the island. The paper described the 
restrictions as ‘an act of extreme unfriendliness’. 


CYPRUS. 16 Mar.—The preliminary hearing began in Paphos of the 
case against six Greeks and seven Cypriots who had been arrested 
following the interception on 25 January of a motor ship carrying arms 
(see p. 77). They were charged with seeking to promote civil war. 
Police squads had to make several charges to disperse stone-throwing 
demonstrators outside the court house 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 4 Mar.—Report re Czech Moravia being put 
under Soviet administration (see Germany). 
14 Mar.—Swedish protest re espionage (see Sweden). 


DENMARK. 5 Mar.—Germany. Following the conclusion of nego- 
tiations in Copenhagen between Danish and West German delegations 
on the minority problem, a statement was issued which said that the 
talks had been characterized by ‘mutual understanding and good will’, 
(Recommendations were being prepared by the two delegations for their 
Governments with a view to political negotiations in Bonn.) 


EGYPT. 3 Mar.—Israel. Col. Nasser, Prime Minister, referred to the 
statement of the Israeli Prime Minister, Mr Sharett, that Egypt must 
take the consequences—ineluding armed elashes—of her insistence on 
maintaining a state of war with Israel, and said: ‘I heard Israel threaten 
us yesterday. Let me tell Israel that the Commander-in-Chief of the 
armed forces has been given instructions that Egypt’s frontiers are to be 
defended and that force is to be met by force. All Egypt’s potentialities 
will be mobilized for this purpose. We shall rely on our strength and not 
on the Security Council and its decisions.’ (The Egyptian casualties at 
Gaza had not been published im the Egyptian press.) 

Iraqi protest re allegations of Iraqi incitement of Israel (see /raq). 

Invitation to Jordan to join in Egyptian—Syrian agreement (see Jordan). 

4 Mar.—Security Council discussion of Gaza incident (see United 


Nations, Security Council). 
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Israel. Egyptian and Israeli troops exchanged fire for about ten 
minutes on the Gaza frontier. No casualties were reported on the 
Egyptian side. 

6 Mar.—Egyptian-Syrian Agreement. A joint Egyptian—Syrian 
communiqué, issued in Cairo and Damascus, outlined the points of the 
Egyptian—Syrian agreement signed on 2 March in Damascus, and 
invited other Arab States to join them. The points were: (1) not to join 
the Turco—Iraqi or any other pact; (2) to establish a defence organiza- 
tion and a joint organization for Arab economic union. The communiqué 
said this would involve: (1) an undertaking to share in resisting any 
aggression against members; (2) an undertaking by members not to 
conclude any international, military, or political agreement without the 
consent of other members; and (3) the establishment of a joint military 
command with its own headquarters which would supervise the arming, 
training, organization, and distribution of the armed forces placed at its 
disposal by member States. The final draft of the agreement would be 

repared at a conference of member States. 

Saudi Arabia. A communiqué from Riad in Saudi Arabia announced 
King Saud’s approval of the Egyptian-Syrian agreement. 

Condemnation of Israel for Gaza incident by mixed armistice com- 
mission (see Israel). 

7 Mar.—Statements on Egyptian-Syrian—Lebanese talks (see 
Lebanon). 

Condemnation of Egypt for border incident (see Israel). 

10 Mar.— Yemeni support for Egyptian-Syrian pact (see Yemen). 

11 Mar.—Further condemnation of Israel for Gaza incident (see 
Israel). 

15 Mar.—Border incident (see Israel). 


FINLAND. 16 Mar.—Strike. Fifteen thousand civil servants, mem- 
bers of trade unions, began an official strike for higher wages. 


FORMOSA. 3 Mar.—United States. Admiral Carney, U.S. Chief of 
Naval Operations, Admiral Stump, Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, and Admiral Pride, Commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet, took 
part in a conference with Nationalist leaders at which it was decided to 
increase military aid to Formosa on a short-term basis, with accelerated 
deliveries of aircraft and long-range artillery. 

Mr Dulles, U.S. Secretary of State, arrived in Taipeh from Manila 
and had conversations with General Chiang Kai-shek and other 
Nationalist leaders on the strengthening of the defences of Formosa and 
their connection with the Quemoy and Matsu islands. In a statement 
before leaving, Mr Dulles said it was not possible to say explicitly how 
the defence of the mutual treaty area would be conducted. He had made 
clear that ‘the United States will not enter into any negotiations dealing 
with the territories or rights of the Republic of China (Nationalist 
China) except in co-operation with the Republic of China’. It could not 
be assumed, Mr Dulles went on, that the defence would be static and 
confined to Taiwan (Formosa) itself, or that an aggressor would enjoy 
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Formosa (continued) 

immunity in respect of those areas from which an offensive was staged. 
A decision on the use of armed forces would be made by the President of 
the United States himself in the light of prevailing circumstances and of 
his appraisal of Communist intentions. The talks had covered Quemoy 
and Matsu since those islands had a relationship to the defence of 
Taiwan such that the President might ‘judge their protection to be 
appropriate in assuring the defence of Taiwan and the Pescadores’. 

4 Mar.—The Defence Ministry announced that shore batteries 
repulsed an attempted landing by forty Communist junks on Kaotang 
Island, one of the Matsu group. 

7 Mar.—Mr Yeh, Chinese Nationalist Foreign Minister, said that the 
United States and China had reached the conclusion during the 
Formosa talks that Quemoy and Matsu were important to the defence 
of Formosa. He said the question of a cease-fire had been discussed, and 
he declared that a cease-fire which did not distinguish between the 
aggressor and the victim and did not clarify the responsibility for 
aggressive actions amounted to a recognition of the fruits of aggression 
and was unacceptable to the Nationalist Government. 

Interception of British Ships. Nationalist warships fired on and 
intercepted two British freighters in the Formosa Straits but late: 
allowed them to proceed on their way. No damage or casualties were 
reported. 

9g Mar.—The British Consul at Tamsui, Formosa, sent a protest to 
the provincial Government against the firing on the two British 
freighters. 

14 Mar.—The Nationalist Air Force claimed to have sunk ten Com- 
munist gunboats and armed junks west of Quemoy. 

15 Mar.—General Chiang Kai-shek told The Times correspondent 
that the proposal for a cease-fire in the Straits of Formosa meant the 
imposition of a cease-fire order on a U.N. member who was the victim 
of aggression. It would be incompatible with the existence and aims, not 
only of the Formosa Government, but of the United Nations as well. 
His Government was determined to defend Quemoy and Matsu which 
were vital to the control of the Formosa Straits and the defence of 
Formosa and the Pescadores. The Nationalists considered that the 
recovery of their lost property and the liberation of their compatriots 
from enslavement to Russian and Chinese Communists was not only an 
inherent right but an inescapable responsibility. They knew that a 
counter-attack against the mainland would be a difficult military task 
and needed time for preparation, but they were sure that when it began 
it would be joined by an overwhelmingly large number of people on the 
mainland, for they longed for freedom. 


FRANCE. 3 Mar.—Saar Agreement. The senatorial committee on 
industrial production voted an amendment to the Bill ratifying the Saar 
agreement, providing that delivery of the ratification instruments should 
be made simultaneous with the conclusion of a new agreement on 
economic co-operation between France and the Saar. 
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Mar.—Saar Agreement. The Foreign Ministry issued a state- 
ment declaring that the Government ‘stood by the spirit and the letter 
of the Saar agreement of 23 October 1954, and saying that Article VI of 
the agreement, in stipulating that after approval by referendum the 
European statute should not again be called in question until the signa- 
ture of a peace treaty, signified ‘without the least ambiguity’ that 

olitical activity or propaganda directed at a change in the statute would 
be illegal until the peace treaty negotiators had taken up the subject. 
Such propaganda would be ‘contrary to the very object of the agree- 
ment’ which was to assure ‘the political stability’ of the Saar. 

Secondly, on the subject of the peace treaty, the statement said that 
the Government intended to see that the European statute, recognizing 
the ‘separate political personality’ of the Saar, was written into the 
treaty, and it went without saying that the permanence of the statute 
would largely depend on its efficient operation and on the support of the 
Saar people. The Government ‘had no reason to suppose’ that there had 
been any change in the position of its allies and in their assurances of 
1947 concerning the confirmation by the peace treaty of the political 
autonomy of the Saar and of the Franco—Saar economic union. ‘The 
agreement of 23 October gave full effect to these assurances since it 
embodied these two fundamental principles within a European statute 
accepted by both France and the Federal Republic. 

5 Mar.—Germany. Herr Hausenstein, head of the German diplo- 
matic mission, made representations to the Foreign Ministry about the 
French interpretation of the Saar agreement. He was informed by M. 
Massigli, Secretary-General, that he ‘could only reaffirm the French 
point of view’ set out in the statement of 4 March. 

8 Mar.—Wages. In response to a call by the Catholic and Socialist 
trade unions, about 1,500 Government employees staged a demonstra- 
tion outside the Finance Ministry, demanding an immediate and sub- 
stantial increase in wages. 

The National Assembly voted by 364 votes to 242 in favour of 
Government wage proposals which had been rejected by the unions and 
by the finance committee. M. Faure promised a Government Bill 
before 1 July for a general revision of the Civil Service statutes and 
wage scales. 

9 Mar.—Paris Agreements. The economic affairs committee of the 
Council of the Republic adopted without amendment the series of 
agreements making up the Paris treaties, after rejecting by 11 votes to 6 
a motion which would have postponed ratification of the Saar agree- 
ment, 

The industrial production committee adopted by a large majority an 
amendment stipulating that the instruments of ratification of the 
treaties should not be deposited until a European standardization agency 
for armaments and for the distribution of American aid had been 
established. 

Saar. The Franco—Saar economic negotiations, which aimed at 
forming a new economic convention between the two countries in line 
with the provisions of the Franco-German agreement, were resumed 
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France (continued) 
in Paris. They had been interrupted by the fall of the Mendés-France 
Government. 

10 Mar.—U.S. assurances to members of Western European 
Union (see United States). 

Paris Agreements. Appearing before the foreign affairs committee 
of the Council of the Republic, M. Pinay, Foreign Minister, pleaded 
strongly for unconditional ratification of the Paris agreements, empha- 
sizing that the essential aim was to link Germany with western Europe. 
He revealed that in a letter sent by Sir Winston Churchill to M. Mendes- 
France on 12 January the British Prime Minister had underlined the 
importance he attached to there not being an empty French chair at 
international conferences with the danger that if there were it might 
eventually be filled by some other nation. 

15 Mar.—M. Faure, Prime Minister, said to a joint meeting of the 
Senate foreign affairs and defence committees that the three ideas be- 
hind the Government’s policy were: the need to pursue European 
unity; the need to reinforce the Atlantic Pact; and his conviction that 
an international détente would be best served by speedy ratification of 
the Paris agreements. He said France would lose all international hearing 
if she hesitated again. 

Tunisia. The Franco—Tunisian negotiations on Tunisian home rule 
were reopened in Paris after an interruption of six weeks. 

16 Mar.—Paris Agreements. The national defence committee and 
the foreign affairs committee of the Council of the Republic voted by 
14 to g with 3 abstentions, and by 20 to 4 with 6 abstentions respectively 
in favour of ratification of the Paris agreements on west German 
rearmament. The national defence committee also voted by 20 to 6 with 
2 abstentions in favour of ratification of the Saar agreement. 


GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE. 5 Mar.— 
British and U.S. Waivers. The contracting parties approved the 
requests of the United Kingdom and the United States for waivers of 
certain obligations under the agreement. 

The British request was put forward to allow the United Kingdom to 
promote agricultural and industrial development in the colonies by 
giving them preferential access to the British market. 

The United States obtained a waiver under Articles 1 and 11 to 
allow the maintenance of restrictions on imports of farm products 
imposed under section 22 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act. 


GERMANY. 3 Mar.—West Germany. Lufthansa. It was announced 
that allied permission had been given for the Lutfhansa to begin operat- 
ing its services in stages, the first stage, for flights within the Federal 
Republic, to begin on 1 April, and the final stage, when commercial 
trans-Atlantic flights would be permitted, on 15 June. 

4 Mar.—East Berlin. An east Berlin court sentenced a man and his 
wife to nine years’ and two and a half years’ imprisonment respectively 
for espionage and ‘Fascist propaganda endangering peace’. 
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Saar Agreement. French statement (see France). 

Upper Silesia and Moravia. West German press reports stated that 
Polish Upper Silesia and adjacent parts of Czech Moravia had been put 
under direct Soviet administration. The area comprised nearly 4,000 
square miles and contained heavy industries comparable to those of the 
Ruhr and far greater mineral resources. 

Mar.—Representations to France on interpretation of Saar agree- 
ment (see France). 

Danish-German negotiations on minority problem (see Denmark). 

6 Mar.—West Germany. Dr Gerstenmaier, President of the 
Bundestag, explained in a broadcast that he had refused to accept the 
East German Volkskammer’s ‘proclamation to the German people’ with 
its proposal of a referendum on the Paris treaties in both parts of 
Germany, because he could allow no one the right to deny the legality of 
a decision taken by the Bundestag. 

8 Mar.—Berlin. An agreement was signed by Dr Suhr, chief 
Burgomaster of West Berlin, and Dr Conant, United States High Com- 
missioner for Germany, for the building of a German-American 
cultural community centre in the city. 

g Mar.—Free Democratic Party. The Free Democratic National 
Committee passed a resolution approving the attitude of Dr Becker and 
Dr Dehler in the recent Bundestag debate on the Saar agreement (see 
No. 5, pp. 144-6). It also rejected ‘attempts by individuals or organs of 
other parties’ to interfere in Free Democratic internal affairs, and 
expressed understanding and respect for Herr Bliicher’s personal 
decision to offer his resignation from the Cabinet. : 

A meeting of the Free Democratic Parliamentary Party decided to ask 
Herr Bliicher to withdraw his resignation from the Cabinet. 

15 Mar.—All German Bloc. Elections in the parliamentary party of 
the All-German bloc (B.H.E.) resulted in a victory for the left-wing by 
a small majority. 

16 Mar.—West Germany. Herr Schlitter. It was announced that 
Dr Adenauer as Foreign Minister had issued instructions for the return 
to Bonn of Herr Schlitter, counsellor to the German diplomatic mission 
in London, who had arrived with his wife in London on 15 March on a 
personal visit. (He had been sent on leave in January pending a decision 
on his future, after objection had been taken to a remark about Britain 
in aspeech by Frau Schlitter (see No. 1, p. 15, 2 January). 


GOLD COAST. 9 Mar.—A statement by the leaders of the Northern 
People’s Party supported the Ashanti demand for a federal form of 
government. 


GREAT BRITAIN. Erratum. In No. 5, p. 155, the number of Labour 
abstentions on the Labour amendment to the Government motion on 
defence should have been 62 (not 57). 

5 Mar.—Grant of waiver to Britain by G.A.T.T. (see General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade). 

4 Mar.—Anglo-Greek financial agreement (see Greece). 
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Great Britain (continued) 

8 Mar.—Foreign Policy. Sir Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary, in 
a statement in the Commons on his recent journey in the Far and 
Middle East and on the S.E.A.T.O. conference in Bangkok, said that he 
had found in the Middle East a general acceptance of the need to 
organize a safe shield of defence against aggression from without. He 
had discussed with the Prime Minister of Iraq the questions that would 
arise if Britain acceded to the Iraqi~-Turkish pact and hoped soon to 
give further information. The British aim was to bring relations with 
Iraq into line with those already existing with Turkey and other 
partners in N.A.T.O. On the Bangkok conference he said it had worked 
out a programme for defence policies and economic problems; it had 
also done nothing to hinder the subsequent association of other coun- 
tries in the area and he looked forward to steadily improving relations 
between the free countries in the area whether members of S.E.A.T.0O. 
or not. They all wanted to shape their own destinies with the minimum 
of outside interference or pressure. 

In regard to Formosa, Sir Anthony Eden said he had had discussions 
with Mr Dulles, with the Prime Minister of Burma, and with Mr 
Nehru, and had also maintained contacts which had been established 
with Moscow and Peking. In the light of these talks and on the basis of 
information about the Chinese Government’s attitude, he came to the 
conclusion that the necessary conditions for a conference or other dis- 
cussions on Formosa did not as yet exist. The United States had already 
given positive proofs of its desire to relax tension and reduce the risks of 
war, &nd he was convinced that the United States Government wished 
to see conditions created which would end active military hostilities and 
reduce the dangers of a wider conflict. Its treaty with the Chinese 
Nationalists limited American commitments to the defence of Formosa 
and the Pescadores. It had restrained the Chinese Nationalists in recent 
weeks from attacks on the Chinese mainland, and had persuaded them 
to evacuate the Tachen and Nanchi islands. 

The Chinese Communist Government for its part had refrained from 
attacking Quemoy and Matsu, and H.M. Government hoped that it 
would continue to exercise restraint, and that it would make clear that 
while maintaining its position in regard to Formosa and the Pescadores 
it would not prosecute its claim by forceful means. It was equally 
desirable that the Chinese Nationalists should withdraw their armed 
forces from the other coastal islands, and let it be known that they too, 
while maintaining their claims, would not prosecute them by forceful 
means and would abstain from all offensive military action. If these 
objectives could be realized, consideration could then be given inter- 
nationally, at an appropriate moment, to the subject of Chinese 
representation in the United Nations and to the future status of 
Formosa. 

Military Estimates. Mr Head, Secretary of State for War, while 
presenting the Army estimates in the Commons, announced the 
decision to adopt the Corporal Mark IT atomic guided missile and said 
that units for its use would be formed in 1956, and officers and N.C.O. 
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instructors would go to the United States in April 1955 for training. He 
went on to give details about the Army’s role in a nuclear war. 

U.S.S.R. A Foreign Office spokesman revealed that the Foreign 
Office had received a report in 1954 that Miss May Peters, the typist 
who disappeared from the British Embassy in Moscow in 1949 and 
whom the Russian authorities later claimed to be a Soviet citizen, was a 

risoner in a concentration camp at Potma. 

Mr Bevan. The executive committee of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party (Shadow Cabinet) decided to recommend to the Parliamentary 
Labour Party that the Labour whip be withdrawn from Mr Aneurin 
Bevan. (The decision was a result of interventions by Mr Bevan in the 
defence debate of 1 and 2 March.) 

g Mar.—The Saar. Sir Anthony Eden said in a written parliamentary 
reply that the Government had welcomed the Franco—German agree- 
ment on the Saar and that, provided the statute was approved by the 
Saar people through a referendum, the Government would support it 
pending the conclusion of a peace treaty. At any peace conference the 
Government would also support a solution which rested upon the 
willing acceptance of the French and German Governments. The 
Government hoped that thus the Saar would become the permanent 
symbol of the reconciliation of France and Germany and of the creation 
of a new spirit of European unity and confidence. 

Tanganyika. Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial Secretary, said in answer 
to a Parliamentary question that in general the Government did not 
regard the main recommendations of the United Nations’ mission to 
Tanganyika, from which the chairman dissented, as helpful or realistic. 
In particular they found wholly unacceptable the proposal to establish 
a timetable for political advance in Tanganyika and felt moved to say 
that the inaccuracies and wrong assumptions in the mission’s report 
amounted to an accumulated substructure of error. The Government 
were in favour of progressive and extensive extension of educational 
opportunities in Tanganyika and they did not dissent generally from 
the recommendations regarding Africans in the Civil Service, except 
that they did not intend to lower administrative standards or to direct 
educated Africans into the Civil Service. 

India. Cotton Textile Exports. Mr Thorneycroft, President of the 
Board of ‘rade, speaking in a Commons debate on the textile industry, 
referred to the serious fall in cotton exports and said that the problems 
of exports to India were not confined to Indian trade or governmental 
policy. India was now a textile exporter instead of, as previously, an 
importer. The Indian tariff rate, which was a preferential rate of 60 or 
80 per cent—compared with the most-favoured nation rate of 80 or 100 
per cent—was too high and the Government had consistently repre- 
sented this to the Indian Government. The rate was too high even if free 
entry were not accorded to Indian imports into Britain. If restrictions 
were imposed it might well affect other British exports including woollen 
textiles and motor cars. 

Later in the debate Mr Low, Minister of State Board of Trade, said 
that the Indian Government had proposed that a U.K. mission should 
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Great Britain (continued) 
go to India to study market conditions and the Government hoped that 
the Cotton Board would accept it. There was no question of asking th¢ 
Indian Government to reduce tariffs as part of a bargain by which the 
import of Indian grey cloth into Britain would not be restricted. 
10 Mar.—U.S. assurances to members of Western European Union 
(see United States). 
Air Defence. Mr Ward, Under-Secretary of State for Air, in his 
speech in the Commons on the Air Estimates, said that the first task of 
the R.A.F. was to build up a deterrent to attack in the V-bomber force 
and its weapons. The atomic stockpile was steadily accumulating and 
Valiants were already coming into Bomber Command. The Vulcan and 
Victor both promised considerable improvements on the Valiant. It was 
expected that the Vulcan would come into squadron service in 1956 and 
the Victor not long after. Bomber Command would have its main bases 
and a widely dispersed network of operating sites at home and abroad. 
Mr Ward expressed great faith in the Hunter fighter, saying that ‘taking 
all the essential qualities into account’ it was much better than the 
(Soviet) MIG 15 and MIG 17. 
Hydrogen Bomb. Sir Richard Acland, Labour member for 
Gravesend, announced his decision to resign his seat and to contest the 
next election as an Independent because of his opposition to the manu- 
facture in Britain of the hydrogen bomb. 
Chilean rejection of British protest re Antarctic base (see Chile). 
14 Mar.—Three-Power Talks. Mr Attlee, leader of the Opposition, 
moved in the House of Commons a censure motion which, after 
declaring that a world war waged with weapons of mass destruction 
would destroy civilization, called for immediate talks between the heads 
of the three major Powers and deplored the Government’s delay in 
implementing the resolution of 5 April 1954. In his speech Mr Attlee 
suggested that scientists from both sides of the Iron Curtain should 
make a full investigation of the effects of the hydrogen bomb and pro- 
duce an agreed statement so that people in all countries might be con- 
vinced of the danger, not merely from atomic warfare, but also from 
continued experimentation. He also called for a halt to further experi- 
ments on either side of the Iron Curtain. 
Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister, moved a Government 
amendment welcoming the Government’s successful efforts to reduce 
tension, supporting their disarmament proposals, and recognizing that 
a high-level meeting with the Soviet Union should await ratification of 
the Paris agreements by all concerned. 
He said that the French Council of the Republic would be debating 
the Paris agreements on 21 March and with that going on he could not 
conceive of a worse time to present a resolution on immediate three- 
Power talks. The Soviet would certainly not agree except on the basis 
of further postponement of ratification and that could not be considered. 
The Prime Minister then recapitulated his efforts, since his speech of 
11 May 1953, to promote high-level talks with the Soviet Union. He 
revealed that on his way back from America in June 1954 he had tele- 
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graphed to Mr Molotov suggesting an Anglo-Soviet high-level “friendly 
meeting’ with ‘no agenda, no objectives, but of living side by side in 
growing confidence, easement, and prosperity’. He said the idea had been 
cordially recerved by Mr Molotov, but then the Soviet Government had 
made their proposal on 24 July for a formal conference of European 
States and the United States, and ‘this seemed obviously to supersede, 
for the time being, the small informal meeting I had suggested and 
which might perhaps have been a prelude to a four-Power meeting at 
top level. . . Mr Molotov saw no reason, apparently, why the two con- 
ferences should not go on together. We thought this impossible as one 
would certainly confuse or paralyse the other. There the matter rested’. 

Sir Winston Churchill referred to the Soviet proposal (of 23 October) 
for a four-Power conference on Germany and said it had had the effect, 
for which he thought it was designed, of dissuading France from ratify- 
ing the E.D.C. treaty. He believed that the inclusion of twelve German 
divisions in N.A.T.O. was a ‘symbol rather than a physical factor’. 
What was of major importance was that the German people should be 
ranged with the free world and its cause instead of being amalgamated 
with the satellite States. Earnestly as he wished for an arrangement for 
co-existence with Russia, he would ‘regard it as an act of insanity to 
drive the German people into the hands of the Kremlin and tilt into 
Communist tyranny the destiny of mankind’. The only safe policy was 
peace through strength and without unity there could be no strength. 
The sooner the western Powers could get united ratification settled the 
sooner the top-level four-Power or five-Power conference might come. 
To have such a conference at an ill-chosen moment or in unfavourable 
circumstances would raise false hopes and probably finish by leaving 
things far worse than before. If that happened those concerned would 
have to bear the responsibility not only for a futile procedure but for 
using in a wasteful manner what might be at the right moment an 
important shield against rash or violent action. 

At the end of his speech Sir Winston Churchill referred to President 
Eisenhower’s renewed pledges to the members of western European 
Union (see p. 200) and emphasized their great importance, saying that 
the United Kingdom commitment to Europe was thereby ‘most power- 
fully reinforced’ and its peril reduced. 

Later in the debate Sir Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary, told the 
House that there was a fundamental difficulty about the proposal to 
abolish nuclear tests. Unfortunately an explosion was not the final 
expression of what was going on. The possibility could not be excluded 
of experiments being carried out without explosions. 

The motion of censure was rejected by 298 votes to 268 and the 
Government amendment carried by 299 votes to 266. 

16 Mar.—Publication of Yalta documents (see United States). 

Mr Bevan. The Parliamentary Labour Party decided by 141 votes to 
112 to withdraw the party whip from Mr Bevan. An amendment pro- 
posing only to censure Mr Bevan was defeated by a majority of 14. Mr 
Attlee had made it clear that the issue was regarded as one of con- 


fidence in the party leaders. 
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GREECE. 3 Mar.—Meeting of Balkan Pact Powers (see Turkey). - had 
7 Mar.—Great Britain. It was announced that after long negotiz. FP spec 


tions the British and Greek Governments had agreed that the Britis) Aid 
claim on Greece for a refund of expenses incurred by the British militayy [> mus 
administration in the Dodecanese Islands after liberation should }. whi 
offset against Greek claims on that administration. rem 


13 Mar.—A one-year Greek—Japanese clearing agreement, the firs; FP wot 
since the war, was signed. It provided for commercial transactions 
worth $2,500,000. 

U.S.S.R. The Government announced that it considered recep; 
movements by the Soviet Naval Attaché objectionable and would not 
allow him in future to travel more than fifty miles from Athens without 
special permission. A Soviet request for the appointment of an Assistant 
Naval Attaché had been rejected. 

14 Mar.—Communism. The Under-Secretary for the Interior 
announced that five Communists had been arrested in northern Greece 
after entering from Bulgaria where they had been trained in sabotage 
and espionage. 


HONG KONG. 7 Mar.—Refugees. A United Nations report by Dr 
Hambro’s mission on Chinese refugees in Hong Kong was issued in 
Geneva. It said there were 385,000 political refugees with 282,000 
dependants. Dr Hambro doubted whether the refugees fell within the 
mandate of the U.N. High Commissioner and suggested that an inter- 
national appeal might be made for a relief fund. 

14 Mar.—Chinese condemnation of Hong Kong transit restrictions 
(see China). 


HUNGARY. 4 Mar.—Mr Nagy. The central committee of the Com- 
munist Party passed a resolution stating that although the party 
decisions of June 1953 had ‘proved themselves completely correct and 
continue to be valid’ they had been seriously distorted by the ‘rightist 
deviationist, anti-Marxist and opportunist attitude’ of Mr Nagy 
(Prime Minister) and others, and in particular to their ‘belittling’ of 
heavy industry. Mr Nagy was also criticized for leniency towards the 
‘Kulaks’ and failure to increase the number of collective farms; for 
‘denying the leading role of the party’ and trying to put the People’s 
Patriotic Front above the party in local councils; for a ‘revival of 
nationalism’; and for various articles he had written including one con- 
demning the personal rule associated with his predecessor, Mr Rakosi, 
first secretary of the party. 

1x Mar.—Mr Rakosi, first secretary of the Hungarian Workers’ 
(Communist) Party, said in an address to the party’s Budapest com- 
mittee that the ‘condemnation of the machinations of the right-wing 
deviationists’ had represented a serious defeat for the enemy both at 
home and abroad who for the past year and a half had had hopes of 
driving a wedge into the ranks of the party so as to overthrow the 
existing order. 

Mr Rakosi also said that basically the Government’s economic policy 
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- had not been changed, though, in view of international developments, 


efforts would have to be made to strengthen defence industry. 
Aid would continue to be given to independent peasants, but everything 


- must be done to increase the number of co-operative farms, entry into 
which would remain strictly voluntary. The ‘People’s Patriotic Front’ 


remained the comprehensive mass organization through which the party 


would speak. 


_ INDIA. 9 Mar.—Andhra Election. Final results of the elections in 
- Andhra gave the Congress Party 146 seats, the Communists 15, the 
| Praja Socialists 13, and Independents 22. The Congress Party polled 
| 4,300,000 votes against 2,700,000 for the Communists. 


British statement on Indian textile tariffs (see Great Britain). 

13 Mar.—Attempt on Mr Nehru. An attempt was made to assass- 
inate Mr Nehru in Nagpur but he escaped unhurt. The assailant was 
arrested. 

14 Mar.—Nationalization. Mr Nehru said in Parliament that there 
would be no expropriation of property without compensation, but 
Parliament should have final authority to decide the amount of compen- 
sation and the method of paying. Mr Nehru was proposing that the 
Constitution (fourth amendment) Bill be referred to a joint select 
committee. 

15 Mar.—Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, told Parliament that his 
Government would not tolerate any plea for the confiscation of foreign 
capital in India. 


INDO-CHINA. 3 Mar.—Cambodia. King Norodom Suramarit was 
enthroned, following the abdication of his son, King Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

4 Mar.—South Vietnam. The Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religious sects 
and the Binh Xuyen group issued a proclamation announcing that they 
had settled their differences and would try to form a new anti- 
Communist Government of national unity, after which they would 
merge their private armies with the Government forces. (The two 
religious sects were represented in the Government of Ngo Dinh Diem, 
but it was understood that the leaders of the three groups were opposed 
to Ngo Dinh Diem.) 

8 Mar.—South Vietnam. Press reports stated that seven battalions 
of the national army, with artillery and tanks, had gone into action 
in the neighbourhood of Quang Tri in central Vietnam against a dissi- 
dent movement which had developed among hundreds of auxiliaries 
who had deserted to the area after being threatened with demobilization. 

Another clash between the national army and dissidents in the Soc- 
Trang region, south-west of Saigon, was reported to have taken place 
some days previously. 

10 Mar.—South Vietnam. It was reported in Saigon that ten bat- 
talions of the national army were in close touch with armed groups of the 
rebel sects, and that 4,000 of the Hoa Hao sect had been attacking 
villages with mortar and grenade fire. 
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Indo-China (continued) 

1x Mar.—General Ely, French Commissioner-General, flew to Paris 
for consultations. 

Laos. Talks between representatives of the Government of Laos anj 
the Pathet Lao were resumed after a break of several weeks. 

South Vietnam. The Prime Minister's office in Saigon issued , 
statement saying that the troubles in central Vietnam had arisen because 
those responsible for certain military irregularities in eleven companies 
of provincial guards evacuated from Tongking had fled, taking with 
them 600 men who had been joined later by other officers, ‘also fugitives 
from justice. A police operation was in progress to enable those w ho had 
been falsely persuaded by the ringleaders to return: 150 had already 
returned to Quang Tri with their arms. The statement said the troubles 
had been exaggerated in the foreign press. 

One of the Hoa Hao sect’s generals, Tran Van Soai, a Minister of 
State in Ngo Dinh Diem’s Government, ordered all the Hoa Hao forces, 
estimated at 12,000 men, to rally to Ba- Cut. (French press reports 
stated that about 20,000 Government troops were trying to put down an 

uprising at Tra Vinh, in the Mekong Delta, by 10,000 followers of a- 
Cut, leader of a dissident group of the Hoa Hao sect.) 

South Vietnam. The national army recaptured Balong, in the Quang 
Tri province of central Vietnam, which had been in the hands oj 
mutinous auxiliary troops for a fortnight. 

13 Mar.—Refugees. The international control commission com- 
pleted a month’s inspection of refugee camps in the Bien Hoa area, north 
of Saigon, investigating Viet Minh charges that many Vietnamese had 
been evacuated forcibly to the south and were being ‘inhumanly treated’. 
A French press report stated that not a single refugee out of 120,000 
expressed a wish to return north, and Viet Minh observers accompanying 
the commission met several times with demonstrations of violent 
hostility. 

cana thousand Vietnamese in the French-held enclave of Hai- 

demonstrated against the ‘crimes of the red Viet Minh dictator- 
> seater) in particular, its refusal to allow free passage to those wishing 
to the south. 

pr-coning The Viet Minh radio reported that the Laos Government and 
the Pathet Lao rebels had reached an agreement for a cease-fire. 

14 Mar.—South Vietnam. An unsuccessful attempt was made on 
the life of the Governor of South Vietnam, M. Tran Van Lam, by a 
man with a grenade, who escaped. 

15 Mar.—South Vietnam. The Emperor, Bao Dai, was reported in 
Saigon to have refused a request made by the emissaries of the three 
religious sects in south Vietnam to return to the country from France 
and deprive Ngo Dinh Diem, the Prime Minister, of the ‘full powers’ 
entrusted to him. It was understood that the Emperor had expressed 

satisfaction with the Prime Minister’s ‘united front of national forces’ 
and his desire to avoid any conflict with his Government. 

Cambodia. The Government announced that the general election, 
originally fixed for 17 April, would be held in September. The postpone- 


| 
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ment was stated to be due to a ‘vast popular movement’ of protest at the 
original date which the former king had sought to appease by his plan 
for constitutional reform. A delay was now necessary ‘in order to explain 
to the populace the reasons for a return to the previous regime’. 
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INDONESIA. 4 Mar.—Netherlands protest re infiltration into western 
New Guinea (see Netherlands). 

7 Mar.—It was learnt that the Army Chief of Staff had called for a 
report on an allegation that Indonesian troops had executed ninety-four 
villagers including children in Acheen Province in northern Sumatra. 
A member of Parliament, Colonel Abdel Amelsz, published a list of 
sixty people, including children, who, he said, were shot by troops at 
the village of Polot Leumpung. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION. 6 Mar.—The 
governing body of the I.L.O. adopted a report by the committee on 
freedom of association which criticized the Union of South Africa and 
France for denial to African workers of the right to form trade unions 
and to engage in collective bargaining. It expressed the hope that both 
Governments would concede to workers the right to organize. The 
Russian delegate voted against adoption of the report. 


IRAQ. 3 Mar.—Egypt. The Foreign Minister instructed the Iraqi 
Ambassador in Cairo to make a formal protest against allegations by 
Egyptian Ministers that the Israeli attack at Gaza had been incited by 
the Iraq Government. He was instructed to point out that the Iraq 
Government had been the first to condemn Israeli aggression at Gaza 
and the first to offer aid to Egypt, and that it had always been firm in its 
stand against Israeli incursions across Arab frontiers since the conclu- 
sion by some Arab countries—but not Iraq—of an armistice agreement 
with Israel. 

4 Mar.—Great Britain. Sir Anthony Eden arrived in Iraq on his way 
back to Britain from the S.E.A.T.O. conference and had talks with 
Nuri-es-Said, Prime Minister. A joint statement said that the two 
statesmen had reviewed the world situation and that Sir Anthony Eden 
had congratulated the Iraqi Government on the conclusion of the 
Iraqi-Turkish pact which he hoped would prove an important step in 
fortifying the security of the Middle East and ensuring peace. 

6 Mar.—Egyptian—Syrian agreement (see Egypt). 

7 Mar.—Statements on Egyptian-Syrian—Lebanese talks (see 
Lebanon). 

11 Mar.—The Shah of Persia and Queen Soraya arrived for a 
twenty-four hour visit on their way back to Persia. 

12 Mar.— Visit of Fadl al Jamali to Lebanon (see Lebanon). 

14 Mar.—Syria. A Syrian delegation headed by Sayid Khaled al 
Azam, Foreign Minister, and including the Chief of Staff, General 
Shawket Shukair, arrived in Baghdad and began talks with an Iraqi 
delegation led by the deputy Prime Minister, Ahmed Mukhtar Baban, 
and the acting Foreign Minister, Bashayan. 
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ISRAEL. 3 Mar.—Egyptian reply to Israel (see Egypt). 

Gaza Incident. A Government spokesman announced that the 
Government was lodging with the Security Council a counter-complaint 
accusing Egypt of continuing to act as a belligerent in defiance of the 
Security Council’s resolution, of continuous violations of the armistice, 
and of refusing to enter into the negotiations provided for in the armis- 
tice agreement. 

An Israeli spokesman said that eight Israeli soldiers were killed in the 
Gaza fighting and thirteen wounded. 

4 Mar.—Security Council discussion of Gaza incident (see United 
Nations, Security Council). 

Exchange of fire in Gaza area (see Egypt). 

5 Mar.—Jordan allegations of border incidents (see Fordan). 

6 Mar.—Gaza Incident. By the casting vote of the chairman, the 
Israeli-Egyptian mixed armistice commission condemned Israel for 
carrying out a ‘pre-arranged and planned’ attack by her regular armed 
forces against regular armed forces of Egypt at Gaza on 28 February. 
Israel announced that it would appeal against the decision to the U.N. 
special truce committee. 

Syrian complaint of border incidents (see Syria). 

7 Mar.—The authorities announced the arrest of four youths sus- 
pected of killing five Jordanians on 4 March. 

Egypt. An Army spokesman announced that the mixed armistice 
commission had condemned Egypt for an incident in which three 
marauders from the Gaza strip had murdered an Israeli near Rehovoth 
on 25 February. 

10 Mar.—Jordan. A meeting of the Israel-Jordan mixed armistice 
commission condemned Israel for the murder of five Jordanian Beduin 
on the night of 4~5 March (see Jordan). 

11 Mar.—Gaza Incident. The special committee which met under 
the chairmanship of Major-General Burns, rejected two appeals which 
had been lodged by the Israeli Government against the mixed armistice 
commission’s condemnation for the attack at Gaza on 28 February. 

16 Mar.—Egypt. The military authorities stated that an Egyptian 
force had attacked the settlement of Sharsharet, fifteen miles inside 
Israeli territory, on the night of 15 March destroying one house and 
injuring one settler. A complaint had been lodged with the mixed 
armistice commission. 


ITALY. 9 Mar.—W.E.U. The debate in the Senate on the Bill to 
ratify Western European Union was interrupted by fighting between 
left-wing and right-wing Senators and had to be suspended for an hour. 

A band of about fifty M.S.I. (Fascist) youths wearing black shirts 
and carrying home-made explosives, attacked the Communist bookshop 
next to the party headquarters in Rome. They broke windows and set 
fire to the books. 

10 Mar.—Twenty-one arrests were made in connection with the 
M.S.I. attack. The Communist-controlled Confederation of Labour 
called for a one-day general strike in protest against the outrage. 
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11 Mar.— Yugoslav protest re alleged breach of Trieste agreement 
(see Yugoslavia). 

Paris Agreements. The Senate approved by 139 votes to 82 the Bill 
to ratify the Paris agreements. (It had been approved by the Chamber 
on 23 December 1954.) 

When the result of the vote became known there were clashes in 
several places in Rome between Communists and the police. 

12 Mar.—Christian Democratic Party. At a meeting of the 
national council of the Christian Democratic Party, Signor Scelba, 
Prime Minister, accepted a proposal of Signor Fanfani, secretary of the 
party, that clarification of the relationships of the three parties in the 
Government coalition should begin immediately. 

16 Mar.—Land Tenure. The Chamber of Deputies agreed by 276 
votes to 272 to the request of Signor Scelba to postpone for one 
month consideration of the Bill regulating leasehold land tenure. (‘The 
Bill had caused a series of crises among the parties of the Government 
coalition.) 


JAPAN. 13 Mar.—Greek—Japanese clearing agreement (see Greece). 

14 Mar.—China. Mr Hatoyama, Prime Minister, told the press that 
Japan was willing to establish normal relations with China if the Com- 
munists did not insist on Japan breaking diplomatic ties with the 
Chinese Nationalist Government. He said ‘greater understanding’ 
between the two world blocs was the only way to lasting peace. 


JORDAN. 3 Mar.—Egyptian-Syrian Agreement. Major Salem, 
Egyptian Minister of National Guidance, and Khaled el-Azam, Syrian 
Foreign Minister, arrived in Amman and laid before the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister the project agreed upon by the Syrian and 
Egyptian Governments (see Egypt, 6 March). 

5 Mar.—Border Incident. Arab Legion headquarters announced 
that an Israeli patrol had crossed the demarcation line in the Hebron 
district and had killed five of a group of six Beduin of the Azazmeh tribe 
after taking them into Israeli territory. They had told the survivor to 
inform his Government that the act was a reprisal for the killing of two 
Israelis in the same area two weeks previously. 

Israelis were also alleged to have opened fire on a home guard patrol 
near Adana village, but no casualties were reported. Complaints had 
been lodged with the Mixed Armistice Committee. 

6 Mar.—Syrian Foreign Minister on Jordan attitude to new Arab 
pact (see Lebanon). 

Visit of King Hussein to Pakistan (see Pakistan). 

10 Mar.—Condemnation of Israel for border incident (see /srae/). 


KASHMIR. 6 Mar.—Mirza Afzal Beg, the former Revenue Minister 
who was arrested with Sheikh Abdullah in August 1953, demanded in the 
State Assembly an independent judicial inquiry into the events at the 
time of Sheikh Abdullah’s arrest, alleging that more than a thousand 
people had been killed by the police. He vigorously denied that he and 
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Kashmir (continued) 

Abdullah had conspired with foreigners to make Kashmir an indepen- 
dent State, and he accused the Government of having ‘murdered 
democracy’. 

10 Mar.—The Assembly rejected by a large majority an attempt by 
Mirza Afzal Beg, leader of the Democratic Socialist parliamentary 
party (consisting of eight members) to introduce a Bill to repeal the 
preventive detention act (under which Sheikh Abdullah still remained 
in prison). 


KENYA. 3 Mar.—Emergency Figures. Figures for the month of 
February showed that 148 terrorists were killed, 64 captured, and 9 
surrendered; 2,510 suspects were detained. 

Strike. An unofficial strike of African workers began in the port of 
Mombasa and spread to some other undertakings. 

5 Mar.—African unofficial members of the Legislature offered their 
services to either party in the Mombasa strike dispute, and, on available 
information, advised strikers to return to work immediately and to 
negotiate with their employers through their trade unions. 

6 Mar.—All Saints Cathedral in Nairobi was forcibly entered during 
the night and (according to three Africans) a Mau Mau ceremony was 
held in front of an altar during which a new leader was appointed. 

7 Mar.—Strikers in Mombasa threw stones at European cars and 
buildings and at buses and lorries. Nearly thirty arrests were made. 

8 Mar.—Mombasa Strike. African workers voted unanimously to 
call off the unofficial strike. 

14 Mar.—Emergency Figures. Figures issued for the week ended 
12 March showed that forty-one terrorists were killed, twenty-five 
captured, and twenty-one surrendered. 

15 Mar.—International Bank Loan. It was announced that the 
International Bank had made a loan of $24 m. (about £8,500,000) to 
help finance the programme for the modernization and expansion of 
railways, roads, and harbours in Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika. 


KOREA. 6 Mar.—Chinese—North Korean rejection of proposal to 
abolish neutral nations supervisory commission (see China). 


LEBANON. 6 Mar.—New Arab Security Pact. Following the arrival 
in Beirut of Khaled Azam, Syrian Foreign Minister, and Major Salem, 
Egyptian Minister of National Guidance, who submitted their proposed 
new Arab security pact to the Lebanese Government, Mr Naccache, 
Foreign Minister, stated that Lebanon preferred a neutral course be- 
tween the Egyptian and Iraqi camps. 

Khaled Azam revealed that the Jordan Government had also refused 
to commit itself. 

7 Mar.—Major Salem stated that the Lebanese authorities had 
emphasized their intention of maintaining a neutral policy in regard to 
both the Egyptian—Syrian pact and the Iraqi—Turkish alliance. He said 
Egypt’s opposition to the latter was not directed against either Turkey or 
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Iraq but against Israel which, he maintained, would join the alliance via 
some other organization. 

A Lebanese official said that the Government had suggested that the 
Egyptian-Syrian pact be amended to include Iraq, and that a meeting of 
Arab Foreign Ministers—including the Iraq Foreign Minister—be held 
in April to discuss implementation of the new pact. He said that Major 
Salem had agreed to such an amendment provided Iraq furnished 
assurances that it would not conclude a separate peace with Israel. The 
Syrian Foreign Minister, Khaled Azam, said he was going to Baghdad to 
obtain these assurances. 

12 Mar.—Iragq. An Iraqi delegate in the person of Fadil al-Jamali, the 
former Iraqi Prime Minister, arrived in Beirut. He said that he hoped 
that Syria would alter her attitude towards the Iraqi-Turkish pact and 
emphasized that Iraq would not withdraw from it. 


MALAYA. 13 Mar.—A British estate manager was killed and five 
persons wounded in a terrorist attack in Johore. 


MALTA. 7 Mar.—General Election. The result of the general 
election of 26-28 February was announced as follows: Malta Labour 
Party, 23 seats; Nationalist Party, 17 seats; Progressive Constitutional 
Party (of Miss Mabel Strickland), nil. 

10 Mar.—New Government. Mr Mintoff, the new Labour Party 
Premier, announced his Government which included a woman—Miss 
Barbara—as Education Minister. She was the first woman member of a 
Maltese Cabinet. 


MOROCCO. 7 Mar.—Dynastic Question. The Pasha of Marrakesh, 
el Glaoui, in a statement to the press said that in view of certain press 
reports that discussions were being held in Paris with a view to bringing 
about the abdication of the Sultan, Sidi Mohammed ben Arafa, and the 
nomination of another Sultan, it was necessary to state in his own name 
‘and in the name of the immense majority of the Moroccan peoples’ that 
any step tending to set aside the agreement under which Sultan Sidi 
Mohammed was enthroned in 1953 was ‘unthinkable to us and could 
only have the most serious consequences’. 

13 Mar.—M. Lacoste, Resident-General, announced to a meeting of 
military and civil officials in Casablanca that the French Government 
had decided to send large reinforcements of police to Morocco and that 
anti-terrorist operations would be reorganized immediately under the 
joint direction of the Moroccan Pasha of Casablanca and the French 
delegate for urban affairs. 

Terrorism. It was stated that between 6-12 March thirty-three ter- 
rorist attacks had been reported in Casablanca in which nine people 
were killed and fourteen wounded. 

14 Mar.—Two Moroccans were killed and another severely wounded 
by terrorists in Casablanca. 

In another incident, two Moroccans were gravely wounded in an 


attack on the outskirts of Casablanca. 


a— rh rare 


> 
an 


194 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS, VOL. U1, No. 6 


NEPAL. 13 Mar.—The death occurred in Switzerland of King 8 
Tribhuvana at the age of forty-eight. the : 
14 Mar.—Mahendra Bir Bikram Shah, the eldest son of King tura 
Tribhuvana, was proclaimed King. In his first proclamation he appealed ing | 
for unity and co-operation in the work of reconstruction. 
PAK 
NETHERLANDS. 4 Mar.—Indonesia. The Government mad: an O 
renewed protests to Indonesia against an alleged attempt at armed II 
infiltration into western New Guinea. Cou! 
Min 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. Gove 
General Gruenther, Supreme Allied Commander, in a statement to the from 
press referred to Mr Molotov’s claim to have superiority over the abus 
United States in a thermo-nuclear war and said that the West still had a 15 
‘big advantage’ over Russia in terms of delivery capabilities which were two 
half the problem. He thought that instead of abandoning anti-aircraft situa’ 
gun defence continental N.A.T.O. countries should contrive efforts to Gove 
improve their effectiveness, and he said the air defence of Europe was Ke 
‘our greatest weakness at this time’. It was to remedy that weakness that open 
an air defence staff of twelve was being set up at headquarters and an irriga 
air defence technical centre was being established at the Hague to work 
in close co-ordination with the headquarters staff. PERS 
General Gruenther said that he had consulted senior military repre- II 
sentatives of France, the United Kingdom, and the United States, and reply 
all were agreed that the advent of the atomic weapon was going to be a that J 
great asset to the land-air battle but that, even so, N.A.T.O. must stil! The « 
have land formations ‘to stop the enemy onslaught on the ground’, any di 
Agreement had not been reached on the future organization of such land Persis 
forces in an atomic era. The answer was not available and it was unlikely sover 
to be available before the end of 1955 at the earliest. of the 
Speaking on the contribution of West Germany, General Gruenther Vis 
said that the defence of Europe should be much farther to the east, and 
that forward strategy would be feasible when the German contribution PERL 
became effective. There must be a sufficient shield of allied ground and J refuse 
air forces to prevent the enemy from advancing in widely dispersed J rights 
formations; and that shield would have to be strong enough to force an 
attacking enemy into concentrations which would be ‘extremely vul- JF POLA 
nerable to attacks from the new weapons’. In a brief survey of Russian JJ admin 
strength, General Gruenther said that it was increasing all the time but 
they had nothing to match the N.A.T.O. concentration of airfields or [| PORT 
the N.A.T.O. projected fuel pipelines. They relied on road and rail 
transport. On balance, while both sides had pluses and minuses ‘our J RHO! 
pluses are ahead of theirs now’. Feder: 
cision 
ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- § (othe 
TION. 3 Mar.—Yugoslavia. It was announced that it had been 13 ] 
decided to invite Yugoslavia to be represented as an observer at meet- J worker 
ings of the Council of O.E.E.C. and at technical committees and sub- — 
wheth 


committees. (The initiative had come from the Yugoslav Government. } 
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§ Mar.—The Committee of Agricultural Ministers (the final form of 
the so-called ‘green pool’ for the organization and unification of agricul- 
tural markets) met, for the first time, in Paris. Eighteen nations, includ- 
ing Spain, were represented. 


PAKISTAN. 6 Mar.—King Hussein of Jordan arrived in Pakistan on 
an official visit. 

11 Mar.—Appointment of Sind Chief Minister. The Sind Chief 
Court ruled that the appointment of Mohammed Ayub Khuhro as Chief 
Minister of Sind on 8 November 1953 was illegal. It held that the 
Governor-General had no authority to lift the six-year disqualification 
_ from public office which had been imposed on him in 1953 for alleged 
_ abuse of his official position. 

15 Mar.—East Pakistan. Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, and 

_ two other Ministers went to Dacca in east Pakistan to study the political 

situation in the context of a restoration of a parliamentary form of 

Government. 

Kotri Barrage. Mr Ghulam Mohammed, Governor-General, 
opened the Lower Sind barrage at Kotri which had been built for the 

_ irrigation of the Sind desert regions. 


_ PERSIA. 8 Mar.—Soviet warning to Persia (see U.S.S.R.). 

11 Mar.—U.S.S.R. The Foreign Ministry issued a communiqué in 
reply to the Pravda article on 8 March (see U.S.S.R.) which had alleged 
that Persian adherence to the Middle East defence pact was imminent. 
The communiqué said that no decision had yet been reached on joining 
any defence pact, but, as previously pointed out to the Soviet authorities, 
Persia could adopt any measures in conformity with her interests as a 
sovereign and independent country. She would do nothing in violation 
of the United Nations Charter. 

Visit of Shah and Queen Soraya to Iraq (see Iraq). 


PERU. 9 Mar.—United States. It was learnt that the Government had 
refused a United States invitation to discuss the problem of maritime 
rights unless Chile and Ecuador were also represented. 


POLAND. 4 Mar.—Report re Upper Silesia being put under Soviet 
administration (see Germany). 


PORTUGAL. 6 Mar.—Portuguese—Spanish trade talks (see Spain). 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 8 Mar.—Kariba Scheme. The 
Federal Parliament approved by 25 votes to 6 the Government’s de- 
cision to give priority to the Kariba hydro-electric scheme in preference 
to the Kafue scheme. 

13 Mar.—Northern Rhodesia. The council of the European Mine- 
workers’ Union set aside the secret compulsory ballot on African 
advancement held in February and ordered another ballot to decide 
whether certain jobs in the European categories should be conceded to 


g 
d 
d 
a 
ft 
0 
is 
at 
n 
k 
a 
ll 
j 
n 
d 
d 
n 
n 
it 
il 
Ir 
\- 
n 
t- 
)- 


196 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EvENTs, VOL. 11, No. 6 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland (continued) 


Africans in the copperbelt mining industry. The decision fo!|owe 
representations from several branches for a fresh ballot in view of the 
small majority in favour of concessions obtained in the first ballot and 
in view of the recent settlement of the Africans’ strike which some cop. 
sidered contravened promises made to the union by the mine-owners. 

16 Mar.—Northern Rhodesia. Kariba Scheme. The Legislatiy. 
Council accepted unanimously a motion taking note of and sharing jn 
the ‘disappointment and disquiet’ caused in the territory by the the 
Federal Government’s decision to proceed with the Kariba hydro. 
electric project before the Kafue scheme. 


RUMANIA. 3 Mar.—Agriculture. It was learned that in a speech 
to a national conference of agricultural workers on 1 March, \{r 
Gheorghiu-Dej, Prime Minister, had said that maize production had 
been falling rapidly in the past six years. He criticized the Minister for 
Agriculture and also the ‘erroneous theories of certain specialists’. 

14 Mar.—Swedish protest re espionage (see Sweden). 


SAUDI ARABIA. 6 Mar.—A communiqué issued in Riad announced 
that King Saud had approved the new Egyptian—Syrian agreement (sve 


Egypt). 
SIAM. 16 Mar.—Fifty persons were sentenced to from thirteen to 


twenty years’ imprisonment on various charges relating to Communist 
subversion. They included the son of Pridi Panamyong, the former 
Prime Minister, who was in Peking. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 7 Mar.—Defence. Mr Erasmus, Defence Minister, 
in a statement to the Senate, said that if war broke out the enemy would 
probably try to occupy the Persian Gulf to secure oil, to deny oil to the 
allies, and to secure access to the Indian Ocean. This made the security 
of Africa even more important as the sole route from the Atlantic to the 
Indian Ocean. The east African coast was most important for South 
African defence. It was vitally important to have an arrangement for 
Africa similar to N.A.T.O. and S.E.A.T.O. While hoping for co- 
ordination of African defence plans the Government was steadily 
achieving greater preparedness. Its policy was: (1) to defend South 
Africa against possible Communist aggression and prevent fifth column 
activities ; and (2) to keep a potential enemy as far away as possible. The 
Government was preparing a trained armoured task force with air 
support and was expanding the Navy over an eight-year period. 

8 Mar.—Arms Cache. The police announced that one thousand 
pangas (knives) had been found in a garage near police headquarters in 
Pretoria. 


SPAIN. 6 Mar.—Trade talks were concluded with Portugal. It was 
stated that they were expected to result in a ‘notable increase’ in trade 
between the two countries. 
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SWEDEN. 12 Mar.—Espionage. The security police announced the 
arrest of nine persons, including three foreigners, on charges of 
espionage. 

14 Mar.—The Government protested to the Czechoslovak and 
Rumanian Governments after receiving evidence that their legations 
were involved in espionage. The departure of three of the staff of the 
Czechoslovak Legation was requested, and the Rumanian Legation was 
told that the Legation secretary, Mr Salcudeanu, who was out of 
Sweden, would not be allowed to return. 


SYRIA. 6 Mar.—Israel. It was announced that on 5 March an Israeli 
regular force, 200 strong, had crossed the southern border and fired on 
a Syrian post, and that Israel gunboats on Lake Hola had also opened 


fire on a Syrian post. No casualties were reported. 


Disorders. Thirty-four persons were reported injured in rioting 
between supporters of the Socialist Baath Party and the Party Populaire 
Syrienne who were opposed over the Iraqi-Turkish pact. A number of 
arrests was made. 

Statement by Mr Menderes on Syrian—Turkish relations (see Turkey). 

Egyptian—Syrian agreement (see Egypt). 

7 Mar.—Statements on Egyptian-Syrian—Lebanese talks (see 
Lebanon). 

10 Mar.—Khaled al Azam, Foreign Minister, said he did not want Iraq 


- to be excluded from the Arab community and would lead a Syrian 


mission to Baghdad to explain the Egyptian—Syrian—Saudi Arabian pact 
and its benefits. 
13 Mar.—Turkish Note re Egyptian—Syrian agreement (see Turkey). 
14 Mar.—Syrian-—Iraqi talks (see Jraq). 


TANGANYIKA. 4 Mar. et seg.—Discussion of Tanganyika by 
Trusteeship Council (see United Nations: Trusteeship Council). 
g Mar.—Colonial Secretary’s statement on U.N. mission’s report 


(see Great Britain). 
15 Mar.—International Bank loan to East Africa (see Kenya). 


_ TIBET. 12 Mar.—Announcement of Chinese policy (see China). 


TUNISIA. 4 Mar.—A Frenchman was shot dead in Casablanca, and a 
French policeman and nine Moroccans were injured by a bomb in front 
of the police station in the New Medina. 

15 Mar.—Reopening of Franco-Tunisian negotiations (see France). 


TURKEY. 3 Mar.—Balkan Powers’ Meeting. The Foreign Ministers 
of Turkey, Greece, and Yugoslavia, at a meeting in Ankara, signed an 
agreement setting up a parliamentary council comprising twenty dele- 
gates from each of the three countries which would meet once a year 
and would take decisions by a majority of the delegations and not by a 
majority of the council. 

The three Foreign Ministers issued a statement saying there had been 
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Turkey (continued) 

agreement at their conference on all the points discussed and expressing 
the view that the general situation did not present an immediate danger 
of conflict. 

6 Mar.—Syria. Mr Menderes, Prime Minister, in a statement to the 
Press on the agreement between Egypt and Syria which debarred Arab 
countries from entering into any agreement with non-Arab countries 
(see Egypt), said that Syria, bowing to pressure from Egypt, had become 
a party to the agreement, forgetting her long common frontier with 
Turkey. He went on to express Turkey’s desire for friendly relations 
with Syria, but said that if the Syrian Government persisted in its anti- 
Turkish policy he would feel deep concern about the future develop. 
ment of ‘Turkish—Syrian relations. 

13 Mar.—Syria. The Government sent a (second) Note to the 
Syrian Government concerning the contemplated Egyptian—Syrian 
pact. It said that the origin of the agreement was the desire of Egypt to 
isolate Iraq and to destroy the effects of the Iraqi-Turkish pact. The 
Turkish Government drew the attention of the Syrian Government to 
the dangers of persistence in this hostile attitude towards Turkey and to 
the adverse effect such an attitude was bound to have on Turkey's 
relations with Syria. : 


UGANDA. 12 Mar.—Uganda National Congress Campaign. he 
Uganda National Congress held meetings in many parts of Uganda to 
launch a printed questionnaire asking Africans to reply to four questions: 
(1) Do you want Uganda to have self-government now? (2) Do you want 
the report about constitutional reforms in Buganda and Uganda, to 
which the Lukiko may agree, to be implemented before the Kabaka 
returns? Or would you prefer the Kabaka to come back first? (3) Would 
you like to see Uganda federated with Kenya and Tanganyika? (4) Are 
you in favour of a Legislative Council containing Europeans and 
Indians representing their communities? 
15 Mar.—International Bank loan to East Africa (see Kenya). 


UNITED NATIONS 
Economic Commission for Europe 

10 Mar.—The E.C.E. issued The Economic Survey of Europe in 1954 
which had been prepared by its research and economic division. 

15 Mar.—Germany. At the opening of the Commission’s tenth 
session in Geneva a renewed effort by the delegates of the Communist 
bloc to secure the admission of representatives of the east German 
Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany to the plenary sessions 
received no support from the other countries and was rejected. 


Security Council 

4 Mar.—Israeli-Egyptian Clash at Gaza. The Council met to 
consider the Egyptian—Israeli border incident in the Gaza district on 
28 February and decided with the support of ten of its eleven members, 
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to summon General Burns, Canadian head of the truce supervision 
organization, to appear at its next meeting. ‘The Russian delegate 
refrained from speaking. All the other members made clear that they 
took a grave view of the incident. The British delegate said that the 
prima facie evidence pointed to a premeditated attack by Israel, and the 
U.S. delegate said that if preliminary reports were true the attack was 


indefensible. 


Trusteeship Council 

Mar.—Tanganyika. A delegation of the organization of unofficial 
members of the Tanganyika Legislative Council presented a petition to 
the Council and said in evidence that the recommendations in the 
report of the U.N. visiting mission ‘are not merely unrealistic, but such 
as may well create an atmosphere of mistrust and misunderstanding and 
also severely affect the harmonious relationship existing between the 
various races in the territory’. The delegation unanimously expressed 
the hope that the Council, in drawing up its report, would not endorse 
the major constitutional and economic recommendations of the visiting 
mission. 

10 Mar.—Tanganyika. In the debate on the report of the U.N. 
visiting mission to Tanganyika, Sir Alan Burns (U.K.) made it clear 
that the administering authority would in no way accept or implement 
any recommendations which it considered inimical to the interests of the 
Tanganyika people. 

A special representative of the administering authority, Mr Grattan- 
Bellew, said that the recommendation that the target date for self- 
government be set ‘much earlier than twenty to twenty-five years’ was 
arbitrary and impracticable as were the other intermediate dates pro- 
posed for various stages of constitutional development. At the same 
time he made it clear that he had never said that self-government could 
not possibly be attained within twenty to twenty-five years. Mr Grattan- 
Bellew defended the concept of a multi-racial society on which Tan- 
ganyika had embarked, and said that the visiting mission’s condemna- 
tion of the concept was tantamount to killing it before it was born. 

(During the fortnight’s debate the mission’s report had been criticized 
by the delegates of Australia, Belgium, France, New Zealand, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States, and defended by the dele- 
gates of China, Haiti, El Salvador, Syria, and Soviet Russia.) 


UNITED STATES. 3 Mar.—Decision to increase aid to Chinese 
Nationalists (see Formosa). 

Mr Dulles’s visit to, and statement on, Formosa (see Formosa). 

4 Mar.—Albania. President Eisenhower announced an offer to give 
Albania up to $850,000 worth of surplus food to be distributed through 
the Red Cross. 

8 Mar.—Formosa and South-east Asian Defence. Mr Dulles, 
Secretary of State, said in a broadcast that American defence of For- 
mosa was not necessarily confined to static defence of Formosa and the 
Pescadores themselves. The President would personally decide the 
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United States (continued) 

course of action in the light of his judgement as to the overall value of 
the coastal positions to the defence of Formosa and the cost of holding 
those positions. He (Mr Dulles) had told the S.E.A.T.O. conference a 
Bangkok that for military purposes the Chinese Communist front should 
be regarded as a whole and if the Chinese Communists engaged in open 
armed aggression that would probably mean that they had decided op 
general war in Asia. The United States would then have to take inty 
account its treaties with Korea and the Chinese Nationalists. “[hys 
general war would confront the Chinese Communists with tasks at the 
south, centre, and north—tasks which would strain their inadequate 
means of transportation.’ 

He had come back greatly impressed by the spirit and purpose of the 
Governments and peoples with whom he had had contact. ‘Small 
nations cannot easily be self-confident when they are next door to 
Communist China.’ The almost unlimited Chinese manpower would 
easily dominate the entire area were it not for the structure of 
S.E.A.T.O., an essential part of which was the deterrent power of the 
United States and its willingness to use it in reply to a military challenge. 
“The Chinese Communists,’ Mr Dulles said, ‘seem determined to make 
such a challenge. At the same time they are persistently trying to belittle 
our power and to throw doubt on our resolution.’ 

Agreement for German-American cultural community centre in 
Berlin (see Germany). 

9g Mar.—Soviet Note on expulsion of priests (see U.S.S.R.). 

Peruvian rejection of invitation to discuss maritime rights (see Perv), 

to Mar.—Western Defence. President Eisenhower sent to the 
Prime Ministers of the seven prospective members of Western European 
Union a letter stating that on the ratification and entry into force of the 
Paris agreements the United States: (1) would continue active in the 
various organic arrangements established under N.A.T.O. and would 
consult with other N.A.T.O. members on questions of mutual concern, 
including the level of forces to be placed under the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Europe; (2) would consult, if so desired, with the agency 
for the control of armaments of the Western European Union with a 
view to assisting in the achieving of its objective of controlling arma- 
ments and preventing unjustified military preparations within the mem- 
bers of the Union; (3) would continue to maintain in Europe, including 
Germany, such units of its armed forces as might be necessary and 
appropriate to contribute its fair share of the forces needed for the joint 
defence of the North Atlantic area so long as a threat to the area existed, 
and would continue to deploy such forces in accordance with agreed 
North Atlantic strategy for the defence of the area; (4) would co-operate 
in developing the closest possible integration among the forces assigned 
to N.A.T.O. in western Europe, including those contributed by the 
German Federal Republic; (5) would continue to co-operate towards 
Atlantic security by sharing information authorized by Congress with 
respect to the military utilization of new weapons and techniques; 
(6) would regard any action from whatever quarter threatening the in- 
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tegrity or unity of W.E.U. as a threat to the security of the N.A.T.O. 
parties calling for consultation in accordance with Article IV of that 
treaty. 

Te accordance with the basic interest of the United States in the 
North Atlantic Treaty, as expressed at the time of ratification, the treaty 
was regarded as of indefinite duration. . . The United States calls 
attention to the fact that for it to cease to be a party to the North 
Atlantic Treaty would appear quite contrary to our security interests 
when there is established on the continent of Europe the solid core of 
unity which the Paris agreements will provide.’ 

Soviet proposal for exchange of agricultural delegations (see U.S.S.R.). 

13 Mar.—Australia. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister of Australia, 
arrived for a three-day official visit. 

14 Mar.—Mutual Security Programme. The President sent to 
Congress his report on operations of the mutual security programme up to 
the end of 1954. It noted that the changing pattern of operations accorded 
with the improvement in the economic situation in western Europe and 
emphasized the importance of the less developed areas of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America to the long-term security of the free world. It drew 
attention to an intensified Soviet propaganda campaign directed to- 
wards the peoples of these areas, and noted that Communist countries 
had effected during the year twenty-five new trade agreements with free 
world nations, especially in the underdeveloped areas, bringing the 
total of such agreements in force to 120. Offers of Soviet technical and 
capital assistance had also been made in growing number. 

The report recalled that for the fiscal year ending 30 June 1955 


_ Congress had appropriated $2,800 m. for mutual security and a further 


$2,500 m. was available from unobligated funds, virtually all of which 
was earmarked under military aid agreements with more than thirty 
countries. The Formosa crisis had brought a further allocation to the 
Chinese Nationalists of $48 m. in addition to the $go m. already 
granted in the current year. Current appropriations for western Europe 
were reduced by over half what they were in 1952 and amounted to 


| 25 per cent of the year’s fund against 75 per cent in 1952. Roughly 45 


per cent of these allocations were for direct military aid, 15 per cent for 
economic aid in support of defence budgets, and 15 per cent for develop- 
ment, technical assistance, aid for refugees, etc. By the end of 1954 the 
United States had joined in technical co-operation programmes with 
sixty-three countries and territories, apart from fifty-nine similar 
schemes undertaken by American universities, and 1,750 American 
technicians were in the field. 

Foreign Trade. Appearing before the Senate finance committee, Mr 
Dulles, Secretary of State, strongly supported the President’s request 
for a three-year extension of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act and 
for authority to reduce tariffs on selected imports during the same period. 
He said that if the United States abandoned a liberal trade policy ‘the 
international repercussions would be major and their consequences 
would be grave’. 

15 Mar,—Formosa, Mr Dulles told his press conference that he 
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United States (continued) 
agreed with Sir Anthony Eden that a renunciation of force by the 
Communists and the Nationalists in the Formosa area would meet the 
immediate requirements of the situation and would not imply the 
abandonment by either side of its legal claims. The United States 
would certainly welcome a cease-fire. 

16 Mar.—Yalta Conference Documents. The State Department 
published documents covering the Yalta conversations between Mr 
Churchill, President Roosevelt, and Marshal Stalin in February 1945 
and also a meeting between Mr Churchill and President Roosevelt in 
Malta a few days prior to the Yalta meeting. 


U.S.S.R. 4 Mar.—Miss Strong. 7ass announced that the American 
journalist, Miss A. L. Strong, who had been deported from Russia in 
1949 after accusations of spying, had been fully restored ‘in her rights’. 
The statement blamed the former leadership of the Ministry of State 
Security—Beria-Abakumov—for having made false charges against her. 

8 Mar.—Persia. Pravda said that feverish attempts were being made 
to extend military treaties in the Middle East linking Turkey with 
Pakistan and Iraq, and it went on to warn Persia that under her treaties 
with the Soviet Union the Persian Government had no right to allow 
military springboards to be created on its territory nor to consent to the 
introduction of foreign troops into the country. It was also under 
obligation to refrain from aggressive actions against the Soviet Union. 

9g Mar.—United States. The press published a Soviet Note sent to 
the United States which said that, in expelling the Russian Orthodox 
Archbishop Boris, the U.S. Government had broken an agreement of 
1933 providing for clergy in each other’s country. The Government had 
expelled Father Bissonnette as a reprisal. 

10 Mar.—Yugoslavia. /zvestia and Pravda both published in full 
and without comment the text of Marshal Tito’s speech of 7 March 
(see Yugoslavia). 

Agriculture. Moscow Radio broadcast a decree of the Communist 
Party central committee and the Soviet Council of Ministers which 
stated that the existing system of centralized agricultural planning was 
wrong and inefficient because it allowed too little local initiative. It 
criticized the Ministry of State Farms and other Government depart- 
ments for ‘serious mistakes and tolerated deficiencies in agricultural 
planning’ and called for new planning for collective farms based on the 
level of production. 

United States. The Government sent a Note to the United States 
proposing an exchange of agricultural delegations and asking for the 
views of the U.S. Government. 

11 Mar.—Austria. The Foreign Ministry announced that Mr Molo- 
tov had asked the Austrian Government for a ‘definite opinion’ on the 
proposal, in his speech of 8 February, for a four-Power conference on the 
future of Austria to be held during the current year. In conversation 
with the Austrian Ambassador, Mr Molotov had said that the ‘Soviet side 
does not place the settlement of the Austrian question in dependence on 
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a settlement of the German question’ but ‘only points to the connection 
that naturally exists between those countries’. The Soviet Government 
attached particular importance to an agreement on measures directed at 
preventing a new Anschluss, and it proposed that preliminary negotia- 
tions should be held between Austria and the Soviet Union on the basis 
of the Soviet proposals. The statement recalled that these included 
the withdrawal of troops from Austria before the signing of a German 
peace treaty and an undertaking by Austria not to join any military 
alliance directed against any Power which participated in the war 
against Hitler, and not to permit foreign military bases on her territory. 
The Soviet Government also called for an immediate meeting of the 
four great Powers to consider both the German question and the 
Austrian treaty. 

Agriculture. The Central Committee of the Communist Party and 
the Council of Ministers issued an edict granting to the collective farms 
a greater degree of initiative in the management of their affairs in place 
of the previous rigid central planning system. 

Army Appointments. Moscow Radio announced the appointment 
of ten new Marshals of the Soviet Army and Air Force and the pro- 
motion of the chief of the Air Force, Marshal P. F. Zhigarev, to the new 
post of Chief Marshal. 

Persian reply to Pravda article (see Persia). 

12 Mar.—Yugoslavia. In an article commenting on President 
Tito’s speech of 7 March, Pravda denied that Moscow was explaining 
the Soviet-Yugoslav rapprochement as being due to realization by 
President Tito of his ‘errors’. It said that the normalization of relations 
‘must he founded on concerted efforts in the task of strengthening peace 
and on the observance of the principles of national independence’; and 
it deplored the fact that President Tito had put forward no practical 
proposals for an improvement in relations. 

14 Mar.—Austria. The Austrian Ambassador delivered to Mr Molo- 
tov his Government’s reply to the Soviet proposals regarding the Austrian 
State treaty. It said that Austria welcomed every effective assurance and 
guarantee of her total independence and thus by implication every 
effective assurance and guarantee against the danger of an Anschluss. 
Austria had repeatedly and unequivocally declared that she had no 
intention of entering into any military alliances or of permitting any 
military bases upon her territory. Agreement on the Austrian question 
could be reached only through a conference attended by all four 
occupying Powers and Austria. For such a conference to be successful 
Mr Molotov’s points concerning guarantees against another Anschluss 
with Germany and Austrian military neutrality would first have to be 
clarified. Such a conference must also deal with the Austrian treaty as a 
separate problem. 


YEMEN. 10 Mar.—New Arab Security Pact. King Seif al Islam 
Ahmad sent a message to the Egyptian Foreign Minister supporting the 
Egyptian proposals for a new Arab security pact and deploring the 
Iraqi-Turkish pact. 
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YUGOSLAVIA. 3 Mar.—Meeting of Balkan Pact Powers (see Turkey), 

Invitation to be represented in O.E.E.C. as observer (see Organizution 
for European Economic Co-operation). 

4 Mar. —Espionage. In a Government survey of policy in 1954 it 
was stated that 173 ‘spies and diversionists’ had been seized in Yugo- 
slavia during the year, but that the activities of Cominform elements, of 
whom seventy-nine had been sent to prison, had notably decreased, 
their activities having been mainly confined to propaganda. 

7 Mar.—President Tito, in a speech to the National Assembly, called 
for the destruction of nuclear «weapons and the use of nuclear raw 
materials solely for. peaceful.purposes with effective international con- 
trol to prevent they ‘misuse. He disclosed that Yugoslavia possessed 
adequate resources of nuclear raw materials for her own industrial 
production and said"that the Government would proceed at once to 
work out a programme. 

On the subject of relations sith the eastern bloc, President Tito said 
that Yugoslavia had agreed to the restoration of more normal relations in 
conformity with her own foreign policy. However, in most eastern 
countries it was being presented as if Yugoslavia had ‘realized her 
errors’ and was trying to correct them. Mr Molotov’s recent references 
to Yugoslavia were ‘out of touch with reality’ and were regarded by the 
Yugoslav Government as an attempt to ‘hush up the actual facts’ before 
his own people; for that reason Yugoslavs must have doubts about the 
sincerity of the Soviet bloc’s new attitude. 

11 Mar.—Italy. The Government announced that Yugoslavia would 
protest to Italy concerning the suspension by the Italian authorities of 
the mayor of Duino Aurisina, a predominantly Slovene settlement in 
the former Anglo-American zone. It considered the action to be un- 
democratic and a breach of the spirit of the Trieste agreement. 

12 Mar.—Pravda article on President Tito’s speech (see U.S.S.2.). 

16 Mar.—Bulgaria. Yugoslavia and Bulgaria signed a {1,785,000 
trade agreement, which included also a Bulgarian undertaking to pro- 
vide £1,071,000 worth of goods as repayment of a debt incurred for the 
transit of Bulgarian goods over Yugoslav railways. 
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